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Freedom of Information Response
Reference number: 3598/19    Keywords:  Taser

	REQUEST
	RESPONSE
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	
1. How many Taser devices does your police force have ?

2. Please could you advise on the make and model of Taser electrical weapon(s) used by your force and the number of each in use including Taser used solely for training ?

3. Does your force buy Tasers directly from the manufacturer or through a distributor or other third party ? 

4.  How much does your force pay for each model of taser and for accessories, if possible could you provide a list of items and the unit price of each item in relation to products bought from Axon or Taser ?

5. Apart from Taser has your force trialled or have in use any other electrical stun weapons if so please could you provide further details.


6. Please could you provide details of the training provided to police officers in the use of Taser and any training materials which you are able to provide as a pdf or word document.



7. What make(s) and model(s) of carrying system do you provide police officers with in respect of Tasers carried on duty.

8. In respect of Taser do you own the weapons or lease them ? if so what is the cost.

9. Please could you provide copies of all invoices paid by your police force during 2019 to Axon ?

10. In respect of the deployment of Taser can you advise on the policy and provide a copy.



















	
1. 776


2. TX-22003





3. From AXOM



4. See Below






5. No information held.





6. Officers receive a 4 day initial course covering all the functions and operations of the device, tactical consideration, vulnerable people, Post Incident Procedures, followed by operational drills and dealing with moving subjects and coming together with assessed scenarios.  Some information and guidance on the use of CED devices is available on the College of Policing APP website:  Taser
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7. TX-22003




8. Owned by the Force.  Total value of orders raised for Tasers+ Accessories since Jan 1st 2019 = £874,103


9. See below



10. Information relevant to your request is held by Surrey Police, but we are not obliged to provide the requested information as the duty in s1(1(b) of FOIA does not apply, by virtue of the following exemption:

1. Section 21 – Information Reasonably Accessible By Other Means

Section 21 is an absolute class-based exemption and there is no requirement to conduct a public interest test.

Section 21 applies in this case as a copy of the Use of Taser Policy is already available to you by way of the following link:  
https://www.surrey.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/foi-media/surrey/policies/use-of-taser-by-specially-trained-officers-sto-in-surrey-and-sussex-procedure.docx 


4 & 9 Please note that in regards to Q4 and Q9 seeking unit costs   
         and copies of invoices, we are not obliged to provide the  
         information held as the duty in s1(1)(b) of FOIA does not  
         apply by virtue of the following exemption:

0. Section 43(2) – Commercial Interests  

Section 43 is a qualified class-based exemption and there is a requirement to conduct a public interest 

Public Interest Test:

Considerations Favouring Disclosure:

Disclosure would provide the general public a better understanding of how public funds are spent.  One of the underlying principles of the Act is the need for openness and transparency – it would reassure the public that Surrey Police has negotiated a competitive rate in relation to purchase of Taser related products and accessories.  

Considerations Favouring Non-Disclosure:

In this case, to release details in relation to specific amounts spent on Taser related equipment - either by confirming amounts or providing copy invoices - would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the current supplier by adversely affecting its bargaining position so close to the start of a procurement process, which would result in the less effective use of public money.

Any further breakdown of the information already disclosed under Q8, i.e. disclosure of price points / invoices, would allow other companies to use this knowledge to undercut rivals which, could then impact on the future quality and service the force receives.  Information identifying price points is commercially sensitive as it may reveal information regarding forward spending plans which would be likely to prejudice future contract negotiations with suppliers – it would also affect future relationships the force has with those companies/suppliers (or individuals) which could result in civil action from a third party.

Balancing Test:

When balancing the public interest test we have to consider whether the information should be released into the public domain. Advantages and disadvantages of disclosure need to be weighed against each other.  Although there would be a public interest in the transparency of use of public funds, this has to be weighed against the damage that would occur to any ongoing or future tender process and the commercial interests of third parties.  Release of information under FOIA legislation will only be done so where there is a tangible community benefit in doing so.  By releasing the requested information under Q4 and Q9, the commercial interests of a business and individuals may be compromised including that of Surrey Police, along with the relationship that Surrey Police has with that company/supplier.   Therefore, the factors favouring non-disclosure, which is damage would occur to any future tender process and the commercial interests of third parties outweighs the factor favouring disclosure.  

This letter represents a Refusal Notice for this part of your request.
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