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Freedom of Information Response
Reference number:  3640/19    Keywords:  FGM, Female Genital Mutilation.

	REQUEST
	RESPONSE
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	
1. Please supply the number of cases of FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) which were reported to your police force between the following dates: a. 1 October 2016 and 30 September 2017 (inclusive) b. 1 October 2017 and 30 September 2018 (inclusive) c. 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019 (inclusive) (Reference: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information) 

2. Please supply the number of FGM Prevention Orders which were served on your Police Force between the following dates: a. 1 October 2016 and 30 September 2017 (inclusive) b. 1 October 2017 and 30 September 2018 (inclusive) c. 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019 (inclusive) (Reference: https://www.gov.uk/female-genital-mutilation-protection-order)



















	
Surrey Police can confirm that it holds information, however this is exempt  by virtue of the following exemption:
1. Section 31(1)(a) – Law Enforcement
Section 31 is a qualified and prejudice-based exemption and there is a requirement to articulate the harm in disclosure and conduct a public interest test. 
Evidence of Harm 
Surrey Police is charged with enforcing the law, the prevention and detection of crime and protecting the communities we serve. To disclose the number of investigations into Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) for the period of time specified above has the potential to undermine confidence in reporting cases and hinder or obstruct any past, present or future investigations. 
Factors favouring disclosure 
To disclose this information would adhere to the basic principle of being open and transparent, it would also lead to a better informed public which in turn would lead to a more accurate public debate. 
Factors favouring non-disclosure 
Disclosure could potentially undermine the flow of intelligence. Female Genital Mutilation is a sensitive subject matter which involves vulnerable females, and by the very nature of the act, this crime can often remain one that is unseen and unreported. The public have an high expectation that any information provided to the Police will be treated with confidence, anything that places this confidence at risk would undermine any trust individuals have in the Police, which could potentially affect our ability to prevent and detect crime, which in turn would have an adverse effect on the safety of the communities we serve.
Balancing test 
Whilst the factors favouring disclosure are important, in that the public would be well informed about the number of cases of FGM and there is a public interest in the transparency of policing operations and investigations, providing reassurance that the Police Service is appropriately and effectively engaging with the threat from criminals, when weighing that against the safety of the public and the potential that disclosure could potentially affect any past, present or future investigations then the factors favouring no-disclosure take precedence.
Therefore, at this moment in time, it is our opinion that for these issues the balance test for disclosure is not made out.
In accordance with Section 17 of FOIA this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this part of your request.
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