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Immigration Policy 
 
Please note: Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 and Immigration Act 1971 
are up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 19 April 2022. There 
are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. 

 

Policy 
 
1. Introduction 

This document outlines Force policy relating to immigration issues in compliance with the 
Immigration Act 1971, the Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 and the Immigration 
(Registration with Police) regulations 1972.(1992 amendment ) 
 
2. Policy Statement 

Surrey Police will, with the support of UK Border Force, comply with the Immigration Act 1971 

and the Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 in their dealings with all immigration 

matters and in particular to the below section of the act and the regulations imposed under the 

Act; 

 

Section 6(2) of the Immigration Act 1971 

 

IM3’s will be served on any detainee meeting the requirements of Section 6, Immigration Act 

1971 if requested by an officer of the UK Border Force. 

 

The Immigration (Registration with Police) Regulations 1972 

Surrey Police will comply with the Regulations in respect of provision for registering aliens, 

maintaining a local register of aliens and issuing certificates of registration to aliens 

 

3. Information Exchange regarding Victims of Crime with No Leave to Remain 

3.1 In the circumstances where a person reporting a crime is also identified, potentially, as a 

person without leave to remain or to enter the UK, the fundamental principle must be for  

the police to first and foremost treat them as a victim. 

 

3.2 It is accepted that investigators may carry out PNC or any other intelligence checks on a 

victim, for a range of reasons including to carry out a risk assessment to inform action to 

protect the victims, the publics, or law enforcement / other responding agencies safety.  

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1972/1758/resources
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1972/1758/resources
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1992/1503/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/41/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1972/1758/made
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3.3 Intelligence research may be necessary in order to further the investigation, for example 

where it is unclear who the victim is and who is the perpetrator. 

 
3.4 A PNC check must not be carried out solely to establish if the victim has breached 

immigration legislation. 

 
3.5 Where police are investigating a crime, and during that investigation, whether on the initial 

report or subsequently, it becomes apparent that the victim is also suspected of being an 

illegal immigrant, it is wholly appropriate that the officer in the case should contact 

Immigration Enforcement at the appropriate juncture, whilst ensuring they are also treated 

as a victim. The police will share that information with Immigration Enforcement but will 

not take any enforcement action in relation to any suspected immigration breaches. 

 
3.6 The Police will share information to ensure effective safeguarding, identify potential 

exploitation and vulnerabilities, and allow other law enforcement agencies to manage their 

response to victims. 

 
3.7 It is for the officer to decide if there are other circumstances that merit the detention and 

arrest of the person initially encountered as a victim, for example where they pose an 

immediate risk of harm to others. 

 
3.8 On occasions, when police are called to incidents, it will not be clear whether individuals 

are victims or offenders. In these situations, where police have identified individuals as 

suspected illegal immigrants, they will treat them as victims first, taking the above advice 

in 4.1 above until it becomes clear that they are not a victim. 

 

Chief Constable’s Council Paper: Information Exchange regarding Victims of Crime with No 

Leave to Remain 

 
 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767718/Appendix_1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767718/Appendix_1.pdf

